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segregating Irish youth, and they avowed the desire
to fuse Ireland by enforced union of all the young
for purposes  of education.   At  the back of every
Englishman's mind in that period was the conviction
that   Catholic  belief  was  a  form  of  obscurantism^
hostile to education ;  and the Government was aware
that it would be difficult to induce the British public
to sanction a vote for money for distinctively Catholic
schools.    Consequently a plan was devised for a system
of National Education which should be strictly unde-
nominational.    It was to be controlled by a Board
of Commissioners ; in order to make this body " unde-
nominational " a system of cancelling out denomina-
tions was established.    Men who had no denomina-
tional attachment in Ireland did not exist, or if they
.existed, wrould not be considered desirable directors of
education; but a Protestant was set against a Catholic,
and a Catholic against a Protestant:   by a further
subdivision a Nonconformist Churchman was chosen
to balance every member of the Established Church ;
and thus though all members of the 'Board were
adherents of some religious denomination, and indeed
^qualified for selection by that fact, yet as the result
of all these counterpoises, the Board emerged "unde-
nominational/1   This    authority   managed   primary
education:   it dispensed the revenue voted for it.
But since it could not directly control each school, it
must delegate authority to some person or body, and
in many of the outlying parts it would have been
difficult to find a committee accurately reflecting its
own composition.   Also, it was found in practice that
parents would not   send their children to schools
unless they were satisfied about the religious atmo-
sphere :   and there grew up a system by which in
every parish a school was provided, having as manager
the clergyman of the parish, who was vested with
power to appoint or dismiss the teacher.   If there
was more than one kind of clergyman, there had to be
more than one school—irrespective of the number of

